Bible passages for use during Sunday sermon – 9th May 2021
Passage 1 - Hebrews 4:14-16
14
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,[f] Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who
has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then
approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need.
Passage 2 - Hebrews 7:23-8:6
23
Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from
continuing in office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent
priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save completely[c] those who come to
God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.26 Such a high
priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from
sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need
to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the
people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law
appoints as high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the
law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.
8 Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high
priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 and
who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere
human being. 3 Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and
so it was necessary for this one also to have something to offer. 4 If he were on earth,
he would not be a priest, for there are already priests who offer the gifts prescribed
by the law. 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in
heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle:
“See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the
mountain.”[a] 6 But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the
covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new covenant
is established on better promises.
Passage 3 - Hebrews 9:11-15
11
But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already
here,[a] he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made
with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by
means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for
all by his own blood, thus obtaining[b] eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and
bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean
sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God,
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,[c] so that we may serve the
living God! 15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those
who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died
as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.

Passage 4 - Hebrews 9:23-28
23
It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with
these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than
these. 24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a
copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s
presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the
high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his
own. 26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of
the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away
with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as people are destined to die once, and
after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of
many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to
those who are waiting for him.

Passage 5 - Hebrews 10:19-25
19
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy
Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the
curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of
God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that
faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may
spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.

